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LIVE EXPORT — FEDERAL LABOR POLICY 

423. Hon COLIN de GRUSSA to the Minister for Agriculture and Food: 
I refer to the launch of the federal opposition’s animal welfare policy that confirms Labor Party plans to phase out 
the live sheep trade within five years if it is successful at the upcoming federal election. 

(1) Has the federal opposition requested any information from the state government on this issue? 

(2) If yes to (1), will the minister please table all correspondence related to this matter? 

(3) Has the state government undertaken any economic, financial or social modelling or assessment on the 
impact this policy would have in Western Australia? 

(4) If yes to (3), will the minister please table this information? 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 

(1)–(4) I can assure the member that I have had numerous discussions with Hon Joel Fitzgibbon, the federal 
shadow minister on this issue, to make sure that the interests of our farming community are properly 
taken into account. As I have said before, I get that they have made a very clear statement, and our aim 
is to ensure that we have a long and proper transition that enables us to manage this. I want to say that 
there is some enthusiasm for Hon Joel Fitzgibbon. I would like to quote a recent ABC broadcast featuring 
Tony Seabrook, Pastoralists and Graziers Association president. He had this to say — 

Joel has been around a long time, he is a very sensible man, I get on very well with him, if we do 
have a change of government and he does end up being the Minister for Agriculture, I very much 
look forward to working with him, he is a very steady operator, I don’t believe we would be having 
the wild swings that we are in policy that we are having right now. Our current Minister, — 

Who is a National Party member — 

he just doesn’t seem to get it. 
We are going to be facing some challenging times as we adapt to this change regardless, as I have said, 
of which government wins on Saturday week. We have already seen with the current minister, as 
Tony Seabrook has said on many occasions, that the current rules that are being imposed without any 
transition are indeed creating a death by a thousand cuts to the industry. But we have some really good news. 
If we look at what is happening in the industry, we see there are very, very positive outcomes. Indeed, last 
year at the same time as we saw a quite significant decline in live exports, we saw a massive increase — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, as you all know, you might ask a question, but it is up to the minister how they 
respond. I am sure the minister is wrapping up her response. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I certainly will. I just presumed, probably wrongly, that the National Party 
might actually be vaguely interested in what is happening in the industry. I want to let members know that last 
year, while our live exports were worth $126 million—not an inconsiderable amount—we saw a record increase 
in the value of our sheepmeat, to the extent of $478 million worth of exports. That is a stellar performance. We 
are now selling more frozen and chilled sheepmeat to Qatar than through live exports. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Members, you are chewing up your question time, not mine, so when you are quiet, I will give 
the call to Hon Rick Mazza. 
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